
Chapter 3  Jump-Starting the Trip 71

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

Africa Arab States Asia and Pacific
CIS Europe The Americas

2005 2010 2014*

R
at

e 
p

er
 1

00
 in

h
ab

it
an

ts

Individuals using the Internet

Source: Data are from World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database, http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx.

Note: * Estimate.                         

Note: CIS is Commonwealth of Independent States.

Rounded values. N/A: Not available.                         

Regions in this table are based on the ITU BDT Regions, see: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/definitions/regions.aspx

Enter the Computer

The creation of the computer during World War II and subsequent expansion of 
that technology to business and home uses revolutionized access to information. 
While the first programmable computer had been built by German engineer 
Konrad Zuse in 1936, it was John Presper Eckert and John W. Mauchly who 
would invent the electronic numerical integrator and computer (ENIAC) in 1946 
in association with the US Army.25 ENIAC was able to manage unheard of vol-
umes of information at one time and would serve as the forerunner to UNIVAC, 
the first commercial computer, also created by Eckert and Mauchly in 1951.26

The development of the machine we know today as the personal computer 
(PC) was piecemeal and took place over several decades. Jack Kilby and Robert 
Noyce made the first critical addition through the development of the micro-
chip in 1958.27 Microchips are now ubiquitous, integrating circuits on almost 
every piece of technology. Even your pets may have microchips in them for 


